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T he academic field of sociology is the study of everyday human interactions. Interactions 
from around the world construct our global social world and the study is more germane 

than ever before. Readers will find the examples include our world in change, real world issues and 
debates, and a diverse array of topics to critically examine the social world and global impacts of  
social life.

I am a classroom professor and have been fortunate to teach Introduction to Sociology. My 
teaching experiences are always exciting, fascinating, inspiring, and ever-changing. My students 
are from diverse educational backgrounds and disciplines. For the past four years, there are more 
than 20 countries represented among about 500 students in my global classroom. Over the years, 
student feedback, insight, and class discussions have helped me to decide which topics to cover 
in this textbook. Essentially, the topics are those selected by your peers. Along the way, this book 
has evolved from my lectures, teaching experiences, and assessment of students. Having spent 
20 years in the field of sociology, I feel grateful to contribute my knowledge, observations, and 
analyses to introduce sociology from sociological angles and aspects that will help guide stu-
dents to better understand the social world. We view this examination through what we call the  
sociological lens.

I found the readings fascinating. The articles on the global social world are carefully selected to 
provide specific examples and a sociological imagination so that readers will have various perspectives 
from which to apply and understand sociological concepts and perspectives as well as sociology itself.

One of the unique aspects of this textbook is to show how sociological perspectives, the-
ories, and concepts are detailed at a national or international level and presented in every 
chapter so that readers and students can make connections between sociology and their everyday  
lives.

The textbook is divided into 13 chapters.

Chapter 1: An Introduction to Sociology. This is a general introduction to sociology and describes 
three basic types of sociological traditions.
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Chapter 2: Social Research. Introduces the reader to research methods step by step. It also explains 
concepts, variables, and the causal process with empirical evidences to demonstrate a particular social 
condition or some aspect of social function. 

Chapter 3: Culture. Presents culture and the explosion of cultural studies in sociology. It seeks to 
explain how social structure, symbols, meanings, and cultural practices affect people’s rational action. 

Chapter 4: Socialization. Introduces socialization, along with the symbolic interactionist tradition, 
George Herbert Mead’s distinct perspective on self and society, and Charles Horton Cooley’s insights 
to understand how identities are developed through a social process. 

Chapter 5: Deviance and Crime. Compiles the perceptions of deviance, the fluidity of deviance, 
and how deviance is constructed and by whom. This chapter also explores the distinctions between 
deviance and crime. To present social control, deviance, and crime, various approaches are discussed 
about how people perceive and engage in deviant behaviors. 

Chapter 6: Social Stratification. Focuses on the relevant view of inequality and poverty. This chapter 
includes a more detailed account of the accelerating gap between the 99 percent and the one percent. 
Finally, it addresses dynamic and underlying aspects of inequality and how inequality erodes social 
mobility, public services, and equal opportunity.

Chapter 7: Race and Ethnicity. Covers the analysis of race as a social construct. This chap-
ter provides an insight into group dynamics, racial conflict, race-based social movements, 
whiteness, racial domination, cultural nationalism, prejudice, segregation, and forms of  
discrimination. 

Chapter 8: Gender and Sexuality. This chapter turns our attention to the contemporary constructions 
of gender and sex. This chapter also seeks to explain sexual orientation, gender socialization, gender 
norms, distribution of power, feminization of poverty, and sexism. 

Chapter 9: Marriage and Families. Emphasizes that marriage is still an indispensable association 
in many societies, but not all societies. In addition, family, marriage forms, rationale of marriage, 
divorce, remarriage, how marriage and family function around the world, and theoretical perspectives 
on marriage and family are illustrated. 

Chapter 10: Education. Provides an understanding of education and modernity in the context of 
sociological perspectives. This chapter focuses on the goal of education, the function of education 



pertaining to the ability of people to change their status, cultural deprivation, multiculturalism, 
educational programs with different educational philosophical and disciplinary approaches.

Chapter 11: Politics and Globalization. This chapter explores the aspects detailing the rise of trans-
national corporations. We explore the political climate from a historical context as well as examine 
contemporary views. Major scopes of economic and political power within the world system are 
presented.

Chapter 12: Population and Urbanization. This chapter focuses on the transition to urban society 
and suburbanization.

Chapter 13: Social Change and Social Movements. This chapter analyzes the information society 
and the foremost characteristics of collective action and social movements. 

Lastly, this book studies the social world. It illustrates how sociological theories will be helpful to 
understand how we each are a part of the social world. My hope is that as you read this book, you 
will delve into the captivating world of sociology in general as well as the newly emerging area of 
global sociology.
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